DISTRICT FLOWER SHOW AT

0CCOLD. .

The promoters—and, indeed, a large bull of the
supporters—of the above useful aud hitherto highly
swccessfnl society ore at the present moment in some:
thing like & dilemma. The Socisty was_imaugurated
some four years ago by about €0 working men of
Oceold meeting ot the Bottles Inn, who there and then
agreed to sabseribe one shilling each for the purpose ef
holding an aonual show of their allotment and garden

roduce. 'The inkhabitants of Risbangles and Redling-

old were smitton with the ides, snd by invitation
affilinted themselves with Oceold.” A year or so Iater
Redingfield aleo came in, and the four parishea have
jogzed along harmeniensly together ever since, the
result being four highly-smocessfnl exhibitions, three
of which have been held st Occold and one ab
Bedingfiold, It huod been decided to again hold
a show this year, and the prize schedule bad heon
printed avd cirenlated, and the mansgement and exhibi-
tors having both profited by experience, this year's
show bade fair to excel any of its predecessors, All
weont ' merry as o marringe bell ™" till tho place of meet-
ing had to be decided upon, and even this did not at the
ountset present the lenct difficulty, for at $he first meet-
ing of the Committee it was agreed to hold this year's
show at Bedingfield, and, to all appearances, Beding-
fiald cheorfully accepted the responeibility of entorbain
ing the 1880 show. Bedinpficld, however, seems to
have very soen repented of its bargnin, but upon what
grounds is nob quite clear, hut they do say” it was
from & foar of facing rome smaull pecuniary linbilities,
and the labour which the holding of the show there
would necessarily bave entailed, Whether thig was
go or nob  the writer is, of course, unable to
pay; at sny rate, at the next Commibtee meebing
Redivefield formnlly avd finally declined the honour.
Occold, however, pever dreaming that little Redling-
field had ambitions, was equal to the oceasion, and at
once seid: “ Q! very woll; if Bedingfield won't have
the show this year, we will.””  But here little Redling-
fleld stepped in and enid “ 01 will you though, we'll
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gea you don’t. If the show is not going to Bedingfield
this year, we are going to have it.”” Occold, in effect,
replied : * You! I wonder what zext.”” The Occold-
iana’ blood was now £airly up, and they londly protested
agninst the show hoing held at what they rather dis.
respectfully termed an out-of-the-way, insignificant
place. A vote was taken, and the Chairman declared
that Occold **bad it ”’ by & majority of ons, Redling-
field declared they would not *'put up with that,” as
the mnjority of one had been obfained unfairly,
geeing that ome genfleman had vobed who was
not then entitled, and ns it oppeared impossible
to come to n sntisfactory decision that evening,
the meeting was ndjourned, At the adjourned meeting,

Redlingfiold, which bas evidently “ an old parliamen-.

tary band ™ inita midst, mauneed, by haviog issued a
¢ fre.dined whip” in Bedinpfield and Rishangles, to
muster a force strong enough to carry the day,” and
5o the matter at present stands. Oceold, however—
which it wow't be deuvied is the mother of the whole
goncern—is now fairly on ita metal, and on Saturday
gvening n public meeting, to which the other three
parishes hed been invited—but with the exception of
gome fow from Rishrogles did not respond—wes held
at the Oceold Board Schoolraom to protest against the
ghow being held at Redlingfield, Mr. E. Deck, jun,,
0.C., was voted to the chair, and opened the mecting
by simply eaying he had come fo learn the
wishes of the parishioners in the mntter. There
was o rathor lerpo attendanes, which included
+ geverd] women, and the guestion waa freely discussed,
Some savenstienlly nsked, ' Where is Redlingfield P
Others referred to the fack that whilst Oecold contri-
buted 36 exbibitors Inst yenr the other three varishes
" combined only produced 48 exhibitors. Obhers again
. mentioned that whilst Inst year Occold supplied in cagh
£14 7s,, the other thres Furiuhea hetween them only
contributed £9 163, and of this latter amonnt Redling-
field only subscribed £3 s 6d,, and sent but 13
oxhibits, whilst some of the Occold exhibitors alone send
20 dishes ench. It was aleo pointed ouf that out of the
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£17 or £18 standing to the eredit of the Society ab the
bank, upwards of £10 was by the strictest economy
saved nt the first show held ab Oceold, and it
was anid nona of that belonged to the other parishes.
The meetiu% was absolutely unanimously in protesting
neainst Redlineficld ever even thinking of having the
ghow there, holding strongly tirat it must resnltin fionn.
cinl rnin to the Society.~The Chairman and others
atated that they bad henrd lots of people say they wonld
not attend the show if it was Leld at Redlingfield, In
| tho end the following resolution was proposed,
{ seconded, and unsnimonsly passed :—** We, the sub.
seribers nnd exhibitors of the Oceold and Districk
Tlower Show in public meeting assembled, herehy
unanimously protest ngainst the decision arrived nt by
'the Committes on Thursday last to hold the fortheom-
ing show at Redlingficld, and we also deelare it to he
| our intention not to exhibit in any shape or form aba
show held at Redlingfield.”” All those present signed
the protest, and several sigratures toif, both in Qceold
and Rithangles, have since been obtained. It is in-
tendad to forward the protest to the Rev. T. 8. Shaw,
{ peotor of Bedingfield, who is president for the year of

the Socieby.
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